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surprisingly high state of civihsation in the Indus valley. That
this "Indus people" (for want of a better name) had a religious
system is not to be doubted.   We have little definite inform^
ation as to its nature, but its influence on Hindu behefs is
presumed to have been considerable.   Some of the present
Indian gods are said to have had their origin in the Indus
valley.   Like most conquerors, the Aryans were thorough.
They destroyed as much of the aboriginal religion and culture
as possible.  But religion and culture are more subtle militants
than soldiers.   They frequently conquer without being recog/
nised as other than social conveniences.   This is what certain
aspects of the religion and culture of the "Indus people" did.
The Aryans could destroy their images and make slaves of
those who worshipped them, but they could not prevent
themselves from realising that the people whom they had
defeated had much to offer in the way of iconography and
cultural method.   Only commendation can attach to the
Aryans for thus absorbing what was worthy in the system of
their enemies.   No civilisation is wholly pure.   Man compiles
as well as creates.   The people that is too proud to borrow
what it admires in another nation seals its own doom.   Thus
when we turn from Indian philosophy to Indian religion we
find that the Hindu pantheon is largely an assortment of
gods, some of whom only are indigenous.   Brahma, Siva and
Vishnu are the three outstanding.  Brahma is the creator,
Vishnu the preserver, and Siva the destroyer.  From this
trinity the Aryan pantheon expands beyond imagining, the
whole range of human needs being represented.   Certain
districts appear to favour the propitiation of one god; another
another, while seasonal changes in ceremonial are very marked.
Brahma is not a mere detached creator.   He is the principle
of life; in him are all things contained and expressed.  He is
the Real and, therefore, the desirable.  Against his majestic
truth and purity the world struts in an ugly act of sham and
ignorance.  The wise and good appraise him aright; only the
weak and foolish are deluded by life's tawdry   pleasures